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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 12th June 2017 at the Parish 

Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors B L Correll, R J Dykstra, D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, 

R A Payne, P S Potts, Mrs J A Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and Mrs A R 

Wyatt. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

 

County Councillor T V Rogers. 

District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

 

APOLOGY 

 

An apology for absence was received on behalf of Councillor Mrs J M Cole. 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman informed Members that Warboys Hardware Store would be re-opening on 

17th June and would be open from Tuesdays to Saturdays in future. 

 

Members were informed that a gap existed in the surgery rota at the Library on 24th June, 

in respect of which Councillor Mrs Tavener volunteered to attend.  Arising from a 

question by a Member as to whether the surgeries were worthwhile, the consensus view 

of those who had represented the Council at the Library was that they had been well 

received by the public. 

 

The Chairman also reported that a second defibrillator was now available outside the re-

located Spar Store in Mill Green for use in emergencies by the public. 

 

 

29/17 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Potts and seconded by Councillor Dr Withams, the 

Minutes of the annual meeting held on 8th May 2017 were approved as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman 

 

 

30/17 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

No declarations of interest were made by Members in respect of items appearing on the 

agenda. 
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31/17 CO-OPTION 

 

Further to Minute No. 05/17, Members were reminded that two people had expressed an 

interest in co-option to the Council at the last meeting.  However the Clerk reported that 

one of the persons had subsequently withdrawn their letter. 

 

The remaining person was in attendance at the meeting and had signed the necessary 

eligibility for membership of the Council pro forma.  Upon being moved and seconded, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Mr G B Joseph be co-opted to the Council and appointed to all of the 

Committees of the Council for the remainder of the current municipal year. 

 

(Mr Joseph signed the declaration of acceptance of office and joined the meeting.) 

 

Councillor Joseph in attendance. 

 

32/17 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the annual meeting held on 

8th May 2017:- 

 

(a) Warboys Archaeological Project 

 

Further to Minute No. 06/17(c), the Clerk reported that a reply had not been 

received from the County Council’s Archaeological Section in response to e-mails 

seeking information as to the publication of a report into the results of the 

investigations required by the planning permission granted for the David Wilson 

Homes development off Station Road.  Under the circumstances, County 

Councillor Rogers offered to try to expedite progress.  

 

(b) Local Highway Improvement Initiative 

 

Further to Minute No. 06/17(f), the Clerk reported that he was trying to establish 

when the work would be undertaken by the County Council to resurface the 

footway on the northern side of the High Street under the local highway 

improvement initiative bid approved for the current year. 

 

(c) Camera on A141 

 
Arising from Minute No, 06/17(h), the Clerk reported that he had been informed 

that the equipment installed in New Road near the Fenton Road roundabout was a 

weather station measuring real time wind speed, air temperature, road 

temperature, etc. 

 

(d) Proposed Youth Café 

 

Further to Minute No. 06/17(i), the Clerk reported that he would shortly be 

carrying out the consultation with neighbours with regard to the possible 
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introduction of a youth café at the Windmill Bakery and Tea Room.  However he 

mentioned that he had been advised by one of the County Council’s Youth Team 

that circumstances may have changed with regard to the supervision of the 

sessions which he would check with the proprietor. 

 

(e) Council E-Mail Address 

 

Further to Minute No. 06/17((j), Members were informed that the e-mail 

addresses for the Chairman and Clerk had been changed to 

chairman@warboysparishcouncil.co.uk and clerk@warboysparishcouncil.co.uk 

respectively.  However difficulties were being encountered in setting up a new e-

mail address for the Timebank Co-ordinator which hopefully would be resolved in 

the near future. 

 

(f) Resource Centre Management Committee 

 

Further to Minute No. 07/17, Members were informed by the Clerk that he was 

still trying to establish whether the Resource Centre Management Committee 

continued to function. 

 

(g) Moat House Surgery 

 

Arising from Minute No. 12/17, District Councillor Bucknell reported that he had 

met the Senior Partner at Moat House Surgery who had confirmed that they would 

be unable to accommodate the additional demand arising from the current and 

forecast development in Warboys.  This had now been accepted by NHS England 

and investigations would be undertaken into the possibility of an extension to the 

accommodation at the surgery. 

 

(h) Damage to Wall at Library Car Park 

 

Further to Minute No. 13/17, Members were informed that the wall in the Library 

car park that had been damaged by an Amey Cespa vehicle had been repaired by 

Ben & Co and that the cost would be met by Amey.    

 

(i) Parish Centre – Legionella Control 

 

Further to Minute No. 17/17, the Clerk reported that the works identified by SMC 

Ltd with regard to legionella control at the Parish Centre would be undertaken by 

the company on the day after the meeting. 

 

(j) Purchase of Floor Polisher 

 

Further to Minute No. 18/17, the Clerk reported that it seemed increasingly 

unlikely that the floor polisher used at the Parish Centre could be repaired and that 

he had been trying to arrange a demonstration of a replacement machine since the 

last meeting. 
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(k) Jubilee Clock Tower 

 

Further to Minute No. 19/17, the Clerk reported that an internal light had now 

been fitted on the second floor of the Jubilee Clock Tower 

 

(l) Britain’s Best Village 

 

Further to Minute No. 22/17, the Clerk reported that he had submitted an entry in 

the Channel 4 competition for village of the year 2017 and that the Council would 

be notified by 5th July if Warboys had been shortlisted. 

 

 

33/17 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 8th May 2017 

be received. 

 

 

34/17 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk circulated an extract from the Cambridgeshire Police website that showed the 

monthly crime and anti-social behaviour statistics for the District Ward of Warboys and 

Bury for March, April and May.  The Chairman suggested that particular problems had 

been experienced in Bury lately which meant that the statistics for Warboys might be 

quite low. 

 

Members were informed that the next neighbourhood police forum would be held at 

Ramsey Methodist Church on 21st June at 7.30 p.m.  The Chairman asked Members to 

attend if possible to raise issues local to Warboys and to encourage members of the public 

to do likewise. 

 

 

35/17 HONORARY FREEMEN AND FREEWOMEN 

 

Further to Minute No. 16/17, Councillor Mrs Wyatt submitted a nomination (copies of 

which had been circulated) for the honour of Honorary Freewoman of Warboys to be 

awarded to Mrs Betty Ball in recognition of her extensive work in the community and her 

initiative in establishing several of the organisations that had proved so successful in the 

village. 

 
Members were reminded that a special meeting of the Council would need to be 

convened to formally resolve to award the honour and it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Clerk be authorised to make the necessary arrangements for a special 

meeting to be held and to invite Mrs Ball to attend.    
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36/17 PLAY AREA SAFETY INSPECTION REPORTS 

 

Members’ attention was drawn to reports issued by PlaySafety Ltd. following inspections 

of the play areas owned by the Council.  Because of the size of the documents, the Clerk 

explained that it had been impractical to print and copy them but an e-mail link had been 

sent to Members. 

 

The Clerk also reported that the Handymen had had to remove the basket swing from 

Adams Lyons playground earlier that day as a bracket weld had failed and the equipment 

was dangerous to use. 

 

Having regard to the scale of the reports, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Councillors Correll, Willis and Dr Withams be requested to meet to assess the 

reports in detail and to report to a meeting of the Leisure Areas Committee held 

prior to the next meeting of the Council.  

 

 

37/17 CONSULTATION ON FREE USE OF PUBLIC PARKS 

 

A consultation paper issued by the Department for Communities and Local Government 

on charging for the use of public parks was submitted for Members’ consideration (copies 

of which had been circulated).  

 

A decision had been taken by a parish council in Gloucestershire to charge a fee to 

runners in a weekly 5 kilometre ‘Parkrun’ in a park that they owned because of the 

additional maintenance costs that had arisen.  As a result the DCLG had issued a 

consultation paper proposing the introduction of legislation to prevent charges being 

made for the use of parks funded by public money unless this involved the exclusive use 

of a facility such as a football pitch, bowling green, etc. 

 

While it would be impractical to suggest charging for use of the playgrounds in Warboys 

owned by the Council, the Clerk invited Members to consider the situation if a company 

or individual decided to organise and charge members of the public for fitness classes 

using the fitness equipment that had been installed at Adams Lyons.  While this might not 

represent exclusive use, it might be difficult for other members of the public to use the 

equipment at the same time as the class was taking place. 

 

Under the circumstances, Members agreed that the potential implications of such 

circumstances should be drawn to the attention of the DCLG in response to the 
consultation paper.  

 

 

38/17 PURCHASE OF PICNIC TABLE 

 

Further to Minute No. 06/17(d), the Clerk reported that Ramsey Rotary Club had now 

formally approved the application for a grant for the cost of a wheelchair accessible 

picnic table in Jubilee Park and a cheque in the sum of £481 had been received.  
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An order had therefore been placed for the table which should be delivered in the near 

future.  In order to thank the Rotary Club for their generosity, Members agreed that a 

small unveiling event should be arranged with suitable articles in the Warboy Diary and 

Facebook.   

 

 

39/17 LISTING OF WAR MEMORIAL 

 

Further to Minute No. 28/17, Members were informed that the War Memorial in Warboys 

had been listed by English Heritage as grade II in the List of Buildings of Special 

Architectural and Historic Interest. 

 

 

40/17 FLYING OF FLAGS 

 

A report was submitted by the Clerk (copies of which had been circulated) on the flying 

of flags by the Council on the flagpole at The Weir.  This had followed a request by 

Seafarers UK that parish councils fly the Red Ensign on Merchant Navy Day on 3rd 

September annually. 

 

Following discussion by Members on the dates on which flags should be flown, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that in addition to the dates listed in the report when the union flag is 

flown at The Weir, the flag also be flown on Armed Forces Day and 

Commonwealth Day;  

 

(b) that a St George’s flag be purchased to be flown in future on St George’s 

Day in place of the union flag; and 

 

 (c) that a Red Ensign be not purchased. 

 

 

41/17 TRAFFIC MONITORING IN FENTON ROAD 

 

Further to Minute No. 06/17(h), the Clerk submitted the final report (copies of which had 

been circulated) issued by Community Roadwatch following their monitoring of traffic 

volumes and speeds in Fenton Road between 3rd April and 16th May.  

 

Following complaints from residents about the problem of excessive traffic speeds in 

Church Road, the Chairman proposed that Community Roadwatch be asked if they could 
undertake a similar monitoring exercise in that street. 

 

County Councillor Rogers raised the question of the location of the 30 mph speed limits 

on the A141 near the Fenton Road roundabout which had been mentioned to him when he 

had been canvassing homes recently.  The Chairman advised that the Parish Council had 

requested an extension of the speed limit to encompass the junctions with New Road and 

Heath Road previously but this had been refused by the County Council.  Councillor 

Correll added that particular problems were experienced by drivers exiting the New Road 

cul-de-sac caused by the position of the Warboys village sign and height of the vegetation 
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in the grass verge to the south of the junction.  County Councillor Rogers undertaken to 

raise the matter with the County Council’s Highways Department. 

 

In response to a question by the Chairman as to the current situation with regard to 

Speedwatch in the village, Councillor Mrs Tavener replied that the group were trying to 

borrow equipment from Cambridgeshire Police but had been offered a share of 

equipment with Pondersbridge which, in view of the distance involved, was not 

particularly practical. 

 

 

42/17 INVITATIONS TO EVENTS, ETC. 

 

(a) Rural Housing Mythbuster Tour  

 

Members considered an invitation to participate in a tour of local rural exception 

housing sites organised by Cambridgeshire ACRE on 5th July which would start 

in Warboys at the Parish Centre and include the Wiggs Close development. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Council be represented at the event by Councillor Mrs Tavener.   

 

(b) Tree Safety 

 

The Clerk reported that the District Council had invited expressions of interest in 

a half day course on the management of trees, although an exact date and course 

fee had yet to be finalised. 

  

 RESOLVED 

 

 that Councillors Correll and Potts be authorised to attend the course.  

 

 

43/17 REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 

Arising from consideration of an application for financial assistance from Magpas 

towards the provision of the air ambulance service, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that a grant of £100 be made to Magpas.  

 
 

44/17 CORRESPONDENCE 

    

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received since 

the previous meeting and indicated that he would arrange for them to be circulated to 

Members for information:- 

  

(a) Bulletin 
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 May 2017 edition published by the War Memorials Trust 

 

(b) Clerks and Councils Direct 

 

 May 2017 edition 

 

 

45/17 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that at the Open Forum following the previous meeting of the Council 

a member of the public had drawn attention to the apparent ingress of water into the 

jubilee plaque at the High Street/Forge Way junction.  Councillor Mrs Cole had sealed 

what appeared to be a split in the perspex cover and it was suggested by Councillor Willis 

that a clear silicon bond be used to seal around the outside of the frame.  

 

 

46/17 ACCOUNTS 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Potts, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – May 2017                            1,103.75 

                  

W E Batterbee  Salary – May 2017     969.20 

             

R Edwards  Salary – May 2017     280.00 

         

R Reeves  Salary – May 2017     978.29 

  

A A Clasper  Salary – May 2017     460.98 

                       

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – May 2017             1,393.67 

 

Mrs M P Bucknell Chairman’s allowance 2017/18   100.00                                                       

                       

M J Buddle  Reimbursement – plumbing supplies     13.45 

 

M J Buddle  Reimbursement – garden supplies       9.98 
 

Vodafone  Mobile phone contract (Timebank)       9.80 

 

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre       27.66 

    (paid by direct debit) 
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GreenCity   Computer anti-virus protection – July        12.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity    Computer backup online - July       36.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Computer support contract –  July                   60.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Broadband –  June                       23.99 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Broadband –  July                       23.99 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Domain registration                       18.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies    172.99 

 

Arthur Ibbett Ltd Mower and shredder             3,466.94 

 

Mrs A Triggs  Refund of allotment deposit      15.00 

 

Community   Grant         50.00 

Roadwatch (UK) 

 

Allstar   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      42.00 

 

Cranbrook Plants Plants and hanging baskets    339.36 

 

Xerox (UK) Ltd. Photocopying charges       45.06 

 

Cromwell Fire Ltd. Service of fire safety equipment   150.28 

 

NRH Electrical  Fitting of light in Jubilee Clock Tower  108.00 

Services Ltd. 

 

(Councillor Mrs Bucknell declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in respect of the 

payment of the Chairman’s allowance.  However as the payment arose from a previous 

decision of the Council and no discussion took place on this particular payment, she 

remained in the room.)   
 

 

47/17 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for May 2017, together with the list 

of Parish Centre bookings for that month, copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members. 
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There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 

 

 


